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In 2016-early 2017, 94 agencies serving at-risk children have been provided with
18,513 books. In many cases, these agencies also received audio CDs for classroom
use and sight-impaired students. In addition, through a similar program, the
Institute for Cross-Cultural Exchange (ICE) in Canada ordered 12,600 books to be
printed for distribution in Canada in 2017. For more information on ICE in this
effort, visit: www.iceeducation.org. Our partners, the Learning Resource Alliance
(LRA) in the Chicago area also purchased books to distribute to schools in that area.
Since we started Share Literacy in 2000, we’ve distributed over 730,000 books to schools, early
child development centers, youth programs, homeless shelters, hospitals & clinics, and community
service centers, etc., in the USA, Canada, Mexico, Africa, and Haiti. These organizations (some of
the most current are listed on the next page) depend on our help every year to brighten up the lives
of the children they serve. Educators around the country continue to use our excellent standardsaligned teacher lesson plans available as free downloads on the www.hoopoebooks.com site.
Over these years, with the help of donors and volunteers, through the Hoopoe Share Literacy
Holiday and other give-away programs, we have given Hoopoe books and kits in English and
Spanish-English bilingual editions to young children throughout the country. A special printing of
20,400 books was ordered in November and delivered in January 2017 to the Chapters in California,
Massachusetts, and D.C., and will be distributed throughout 2017. In addition, ICE volunteers in

Canada will be distributing the 12,600 copies of The Farmer’s Wife by Idries Shah to schools and
organizations in Canada.
With the help of our USA volunteer Share Chapters, some of the books distributed in this year to
the youngest students were included in Home Literacy Kits. These kits not only contain a book, but
also an audio CD of the stories read in both English and in Spanish and a Read Together Newsletter
in English and Spanish. These newsletters give tips and advice to parents on the importance of
reading regularly with their children as well as provide fun activities for home and school.
“I have just received the two boxes of books from Share Literacy.
It's a great story with beautiful illustrations that bring the animals to
life. On behalf of the team, the shelter libraries, the children and their
parents, we send our heartfelt thanks for your generosity and
dedication to literacy.” --Allison Osborne, Education Specialist - AmeriCorps,
Office of Public/Private Partnerships, NYC Department of Homeless Services

“The first graders would

like to thank you for the
wonderful books that you
donated to them. I've
attached an image of
them right before we
opened the books up to
read them. They were
extremely excited to have
a new book that they
could take home and
enjoy with their
families.”
–Mrs. Arisco (Teacher) Union
Hill School, MA

First Grade Students from Union Hill School, which received
books in early 2017 from the Massachusetts Chapter

SHARE LITERACY OUTREACH IN 2016
(& EARLY 2017)
Thanks to the support and donations from volunteers and sponsors, we were enabled, once again, to
extend our services to help children and their teachers, providing programs for many agencies, including
the following:

 Alum Rock Union Elementary School District, San Jose, CA: Since 2007, we have provided
children in this school district with books of their own, and this year many teachers and hundreds of
students expressed their gratitude through letters and drawings. Alum Rock schools, again, received
over 4,800 Hoopoe books early in 2017 for grades TK-3. To see some of these feedback letters from
students, visit our website www.shareliteracy.org.
 Junior Giants Program, Sunnyvale Police Dept, CA: “Thank you very much for your continual
support of the Sunnyvale Junior Giants. We really appreciate the books. Last year, we had a young
player who had just moved here from Japan, so I gave him all the books with the CD's to help him
with his English skills... I often have teachers comment on the skill levels of the kids who were in
Junior Giants and return after the summer, without 'losing' any of the reading skills they had when
school got out in June.” -- Carolyn Lutticken, Junior Giants League Coordinator
 Worcester: The City That Reads, a private book donation program directed by John Monfredo that
focuses on students in Worcester, Massachusetts public schools. In the fall of 2016, Mr. Monfredo
identified several schools and two school libraries serving the most at-risk kids in the city of
Worcester to receive over 2000 books in early 2017. Teachers used the books in their classes, and
then each student took their book home at the end of the class.
 24 Early Childhood Development Centers and programs in New York, Colorado and the DC
area received 7,140 books from our DC Area Chapter. A Powerpoint presentation from Parkside
ECDC (Brooklyn) and photos from other centers can be viewed on our www.shareliteracy.org
website.

Selected Share Programs in 2016-Early 2017
A. Sanchez Intern’l. Elementary Sch.,
Lafayette, CO
Alum Rock Union School District - 18 schools,
San Jose, CA
Americorps, NY Dept. of Homeless Services
Baltimore MD area – over 12 elementary sch.
College of Southern Nevada, Children’s
Literacy Program, Las Vegas, NV
Department of Homeless Svcs., New York, NY
East Palo Alto Kids Found., Palo Alto, CA
Ecumenical Hunger Progr., E. Palo Alto, CA
Family Giving Tree Backpack Program,
Milpitas, CA (for Summer 2017 program)
Children from Parkside ECDC, Brooklyn NY, with books
Family Supportive Housing, San Jose, CA
Higher Horizons Head Start, Falls Church, VA
Partners in Literacy, Denver, CO
Homeless Prenatal Program, San Francisco
Ravenswood School District, 6 schools, East Palo
I Have A Dream, Boulder, CO
Alto, CA
ICE, Canada
Reading Bonanza, East Palo Alto, CA (for Summer
Iraqi Refugee Community, San Jose, CA
2017 program)
Learning Resource Alliance, Chicago, IL area
Sunnyvale Dept. of Public Safety's Junior Giants,
Loma Vista Academy, Petaluma, CA (14 classes)
Sunnyvale, CA (for Summer 2017 program)
Lutheran Social Svc/Refugee-Immigrant Svcs.,
Worcester City Public Schools - 21 schools
Hyattville, MD
(distributed by Worcester City That Reads
Menlo Park, CA, children in low-income housing
Program)
areas (through a community organizer)
New York area: 6 Early Child Development
Centers

Reading Bonanza in the Park,
East Palo Alto, CA. This is the
third year this literacy event
has received Hoopoe books.

Thank-you letters from
Alum Rock Schools, San
Jose, CA

“Thank you so much for the books for my kindergarten class. They
were beyond excited to be able to take home their very own book and
CD... As a teacher I greatly appreciate the gift. Books are one of the
greatest gifts they can get.” –Mrs Martinez, Ryan Elem. School, San Jose, CA
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Books for Afghanistan Program
Repatriation of Traditional Teaching-Stories to Aid Literacy
www.booksforafghanistan.org

Thanks to grants and the generosity of our supporters, we have now distributed over 4.4
million Hoopoe books in Dari-Pashto and English since January 2007 when we first obtained
the Afghan Ministry of Education (MOE) approval and began our program. In the Fall of 2016
in celebration of International Children’s Literary Day, we were able to raise $30,000 through
a matching grant to support our programs in Afghanistan and Pakistan.
With the generosity of our donors and volunteers and the hard work of our implementing partners in
Kabul, Khatiz Organization for Rehabilitation (KOR) and their amazing team, this year we successfully
distributed another 138,153 Dari-Pashto and 4,158 English only Hoopoe books, mostly to three
mobile libraries which ensures that every book gets read by multiple children.
The Hadia Foundation/Moska Mobile Library received 54,000 Hoopoe books this year. In JuneDecember they distributed Hoopoe books by tricycle and car to children in Nangarhar, Kabul, Wardak,
and Herat provinces. Here is part of a report of their progress from their Founder and Executive
Director, Mahir Momand:
“It is Moska Mobile Library’s fifth
month in operation mostly in
Nangarhar Province. The library
distributes books to an average of
6,000 children each month,
making it the biggest mobile
library in Afghanistan. As the
library travels the streets with its
special tone on to signal its
presence, children are
increasingly getting to like it, get
accustomed to it and believe that
it is going to be there for them.
We also have elders coming out of
their houses and wanting to get
books for themselves to read
(these are elders with very little reading skills) and for their children and
grandchildren...” (Read more of this report on our www.booksforafghanistan.org website.)
Share Literacy 2016 Annual Report
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Matiullah Wesa, a young student, and
other volunteers received 16,200
Hoopoe books from us this year for
their mobile library. They are
distributing these books to children
living in some of the most dangerous
provinces of Afghanistan. Matiullah is
motivated by his childhood
circumstances. He recalls a time when
his own school was burned to the
ground, leaving himself and his friends
with no way to continue their studies
and with no access whatsoever to
reading materials. As a consequence,
Happy children of Maiwand district of Kandahar province
he says: “In 2009, I started working
receiving books though Matiullah Wesa’s program
and helping kids by building libraries
and schools, distributing books and school materials for kids and so on. It helped me cure the pain
in me that I had received that day when my friends and I wept in front of our school as it was
burning to the ground.”

Brave young Afghans risk their lives to take books to
children… “Education is the only way to end war in
Afghanistan” says Matiullah Wesa.
Saber Hosseini’s bicycle library continues to make books available to children in remote areas
of Bamyan Province. As reported last year, Mr. Husseini has become well known in the area for
distributing books to children from a box on the back of his bicycle.
Afghan Mini Mobile Children’s Circus (MMCC) This year we were able to continue to
provide Hoopoe books to this wonderful organization, enabling the young circus performers to
distribute them to their audiences and schools as they travel the country. The circus founder
David Mason tells us: “We love your books and the children who receive the books as well as
their teachers and the principals of the schools become so happy to receive them. We definitely
would like to have many more of them to distribute in 2017.”
Books For Afghanistan Website (www.booksforafghanistan.org) & Newsletters: So much
more on the programs above is available on our website. Our website allows readers to find
opportunities to donate easily – and 100% of each gift going towards the print and distribution
cost of books for Afghan children. In early 2017, we made English-Pashto & English-Urdu
bilingual editions available through our Hoopoe Books website. The site also has great ideas for
fundraising including an excellent informational film available in UK and USA formats, a
PowerPoint presentation, flyers and posters – all downloadable. For a comprehensive view of our
program, including downloadable resources, great photos of children with the books, copies of
articles from media, photos and teacher feedback, and, of course, for ways to help, please visit our
website.

Share Literacy 2016 Annual Report

Page 5

Books for Pakistan
Traditional Teaching-Stories to Aid Literacy
www.booksforpakistan.org

Since 2011, our Books for Pakistan program has provided almost 100,000 bilingual English-Urdu,
Urdu-Pashto and Urdu-Sindhi editions of ten Idries Shah’s retelling for children of traditional tales
from the region.
With the help of the NGO HOPE, we were able to
provide a total of 5,050 Urdu-Pashto Hoopoe books
and 630 posters to help brighten the walls of HOPE’s
non-formal schools in FATA (Federally Administered
Tribal Areas). In addition, the 4,150 children currently
attending these schools were given one book each to
take home. This is an area of the world where children
have suffered greatly not only at the hands of Taliban
insurgents, but from the devastating magnitude 7.5
earthquake that hit Afghanistan and Pakistan in
October 2015 and was felt even as far as India.
Our major effort this year, with our partners Alif Laila
Book Bus Society, was to donate a set of 10 Hoopoe
Books and puppets to all 3,809 BECS schools in
Balochistan, Sindh, Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA) and Southern Punjab. These BECS programs for
out-of-school children are an innovative initiative taken
by the Government of Pakistan. Their goal is to
strengthen non-formal approaches to supplement formal
education for the eradication of illiteracy and the
achievement of Universal Primary Education (UPE).
80% of BECS teachers/staff and 60% of students are female.
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2017 began with excellent news from an unsolicited letter from Muhammad Suhail, the Assistant
Director of the FATA Ministry of Federal Education in Pakistan. Since the Hoopoe books
arrived in the FATA BECS schools, attendance increased from 60-70% up to 100% because
all the children wanted to read them and play with the puppets.
I asked a female student of grade 4 regarding her punctuality as I
checked and she had remained absent from school previously, she
replied that "I avoid absentee ... just because of the story and
reading books". –Muhammad Suhail, the Assistant Director, FATA Ministry of
Federal Education

NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED IN EARLY 2016: A new mobile/Google-friendly website is up and
running now. Please visit www.booksforpakistan.org for the latest news on our program.
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